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TERMS :

Two Dollars per annum-in advance.
ADVERTISEMENTS.

Joe Square, first insertion........._"...$1 Od
livery subsequent insertion. 50
Contracts for three months, or longer will

bemade at reduced rates.
Ali communications which subserve private

interests will be charged for as advertisements.
- - Obituaries and tributes of respect will be
îharked for.

S
See our $8.00 and $10.00

Cloaks, reduced to $5.00.
AU Wool Flannel Dresses 22

to 54 inches, at greatly reduced
prices.

Trimmings to suit
ÂU our best Calicoes, form¬

erly at 7c, now reduced to 5c. ;
these not calvin Fancies, but in
best Black and Mourning styles.

Ladies' Linen, Collars at 60c.
a dozen.
Bo not forget to see our

Dress Clasps, 10c. to 25c, worth
50 and 75.
Hamburg Edgings, 5 and 10,

worth 10 and 15c.
Breakfast ¡Shawls at 15 cts.
Don't fail to look at our

Remnant Basket.
Do you wan't a Bustle ? All

styles to be had here.
Jerseys from 50c to $3.00.
Full Line of

Tetéis,M¡mM ai Hosiery.
Will close out otir "ail Wool

Dean Suits" at $9.00 ; price at

beginning of season was S12.00.
Youths' of same at $7.00.

Big reduction in Overcoats ;
try them on. All

CLOTHING-
ing at greatly reduced prices.
Nice Hats, and oh, how Low !

OUR SHOE DEPARTMENT
Is full of Bargains. We have
Shoes that will do you some
serviced

These oods must be sold, so
we have marked them down

WAY BELOW VALUE.
Just marked down, an Ele-

gcait lot of Ladies Shoes, from
$2.50 to $1.99. This is not a

chestnut.
We have lots of other Bar¬

gains in ALL Departments, in¬
cluding

GROCERY,
but our space forbids further
details.

Before you buy be sure and
get the prices from

ALTAMONT MOSES.
N. E. Cor. Main and Liberty Sts.

Nov. 16

NOTICE^
SUMTER, S. C., Nov. 15, 1887.

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE RE-
quirementsof Section 5170. Revised Stat¬

utes of the United States, the following Char¬
ter of "The Simonds National Bank of Sum¬
ter," is published for the information cf all
concerned.

R. M. WALLACE,
Vice President.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
OPTICS OF COMPTROLLER OP THE CURRENCY,

WASHINGTON, .November 8tb. 1887
Whereas, by satisfactory evidence presented

"to the undersigned it has been made to appear
that "Toe Simonds National Bank of Sum¬
ter," in the Town of Sumter, in the County of

.Sumter, and State of South Carolina, has

-complied with all the provisions of the Stat¬
utes of tbe XTnited States, required to be com-
Dlied with before an association shall be au¬

thorized to commaüce ¿be business of Bank-
Jog:

Jfwatherefore, I, Jesse D. Abrahams, Deputy
.and acting Comptroller of the Currency, do
hereby certify th*t *'The Sin»crd» National
Sank of Sumter," ia the Town of Sumter, in
thc County of Sumter, and State of South
-Carolina, is authorized to commence the bus¬
iness of Banking as provided in Section fifty¬
-one hundred and sixty-nine of the Revised
Statutes of the United States. '

In testimony whereof witness my hand
and Seal of ofSce this 8th day of

fL.S.l November, 1887.
J. D. ABRAHAMS,

Deputy and Acting
Comptroller of the Currency.

No. 3809.
ypv. lft -_:
F. H. Folsom. I*. Wi Fot«ona.

T. H. FOLSOM & BRO.,
Established in 1868.

-Dealers in-

STERLING SILVER and PLATED WARE,
Jewelry, Optical Goods, Gold

Pens, Pencils, Machine
Needles, &c.

Repairing promptly done and warranted by
practical workmen.
^ Orders from tne country will receive ou;

CÈitisí attention. Try us.

v $or?9 ? -
* ^rr 1

AT

Schwartz Bros.
Palace Dry Goods Emporium.

New Silks!

New Dress Goods!
JUST RECEIVED FOR THE

We cordially invite the ladies to call in,
and see our G-rand Line of

Silks and Dress Goods,
which we have just received and will sell
at exceedingly Low Prices, also a new line
of

Trimmings to Hatch.

Any one desiring to purchase any kind
of Dry Goods will be considerably benefitted
by calling on us and see our nice assortment
and close prices. We have reduced some

lines of our Dress G-oods Stock to very low
prices. We still offer:

1 ease more Solid Black Calico at 5c.-sold everywhere at

7 cents.

lo pieces Dress Silesias at 7èc.-sold elsewhere at 10 cts.
Crinoline in all colors at 7ic.-regular price 10c.

Only 20 dozen Doileys left at Soc. a dozen-good value
for 50 cts.

10 dozen Coutil Corsets at 75 cts.-better than any dollar
corset in town.

20 doz. Gent's Neck Ties reduced from 75c to 48c.
And lots of other bargains we have not space to mention.

We invite the public to call and see -

Our Premium Black Silk

which is now draped up on exhibition.

As the day appointed for drawing falls on Sunday we will

have it the following day,

MONDAY, JANUARY 2d.

Remember the dates and be sure to get a ticket to give
you a chance at winning same.

DRESS-IMS AP LABIES' MB1RWEAR A SPECIALTY,

SCHWARTZ BROS.
PALACE DEY GOODS EMPORIUM.

SUMTER, S. O,

GOODS
-AT-

WE ARE NOW OFFERING A LARGE
LINE OF

Fancy Groceries,
And Nick Nacks for the

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS.
Io buring you will

SAVE MONEY
By calling oa us before placing your orders.

We have the Largest Assortment oF

FANCY CRACKERS
Ever offered ia tbis City.

These are Goods of the very best make.

OUR

Are of the most celebrated Braods, and they
are all Guaranteed.

WE ARE SELLING
21b. Cans Tomatoes, §1.05 per Doz.
31b. Cans Tomatoes, very line, §1.40

per Doz.
Salmon, lo and 20 cts. per can.

Best, imported Sardines, §2.10 per Dz.

OUR

Point Lace Flour
Which is the best on the market, S6.10 per
bbl., or 90 cts. for 25 lbs.

RAISINS, CITRON,
CURRANTS AND MACE.
We are handling very largely.

You will do well to call on us and get
Our Prices before buying.
Io connection with our Grocery Stock, we

handle a full line of

DRY GOODS,
NOTIONS,

Shoes and Hats,
Which we are Selling at

ROCK BOTTOM PRICES.

Whips, Whips, Whips.
A job lot of Whips at 65 cts., worth

any time §1 50.
Come and See Us Now.

|4S Cl. Illtl,
Next to C. E. Stubbs' Office.

Dec. 14_

TAX KETIJKNS
FOR 1887-8.

RETURNS OF PERSONAL PROPERTY
and Polls will he recieved at the follow¬

ing times and places:
TindalPs Store, Tuesday, January 3.
Bloom Hill, Wednesday, January 4.
Wedgefield, Thursday, January 5.
Stateburg, Friday, January 6.
Gordon's Mill, Friday, January 6.
Magnolia, Monday, January 9.
Mayesville, Tuesday, January 10.
Johnson's Store, Wednesday, Jan¬

uary ll
Shiloh, Thursday, January 12.
Lynchburg, Friday, January 13.
Reid's Mill, Monday, January 16.
TJisbopville, Tuesday and Wednes¬

day, January 17 and 18.
Mannviüe, Thursday, January, 19.
Smithville, Friday, January 20.
Mechanicsville, Saturday, January

21.
Providence, Wednesday, January ll.
Sanders' Dupot, Wednesday, Janu¬

ary 18.
Rcmbert's Store, Rafting Creek

Township, January 19.
AND

At the Auditor's office in Sumter, from the

23d of January to the 20th of February in¬
clusive. Parties making Returns by mail or

by another person will please give full first
name of Taxpayer and the Township the

property is in.

W. R. DELGAR,
Nov. 30 Auditor Sumter County.

JBitAL>Fi£ia> Rz<¡CXXTOI; Co.. Atlanta, Ca.

ALL ABOARD!

FOR THE CELESTIAL CITY ?

ALL RIGHT I NOW! Wc would be
glxd to help you on the wuj rejoicing

by supplying you with a choice Family Bible,
any style and price: twenty-two dollars.
d«">wn to a complete, substantial, and beau¬
tiful tJinle (or only three dollars and fifty
cents.. My address. MayesTill&jS'. G.

VOUJS faithfully, _m
HARVEY mc A KER.

Dec 21 o ^1

By WILKIE COLLINS.

THE FIRST PA11T.

CHAPTER XX.
"Shall I seo you againF she osked> as she

h_sld out her hand to take leave. "It is quite
understood between us, I suppose, about the
play?"
Francis recalled his extraordinary experi¬

ence of that evening in the renumbered room,

..My stay in Venice is uncertain*" be replied.
"If you have anything more to say about this
dramatic venture of yours, it may be as well
to say it now. Have you decided on a sub¬
ject already? I know the public taste in
England better than you do-I might save

you some waste of time and trouble, if you
Lave not chosen your subject wisely?"

"I don't care what subject I write about so

long as I write," she answered carelessly. "If
you have got a subject in your bead give it
to me. I answer for th© characters and the
dialogue."
"You answer for the characters and the

dialogue," Francis repeated. "That's a bold
way of speaking for a beginner I I wonder
if I could shake your sublime confidence in
yourself if I suggested the most ticklish sub¬
ject to handle which js known to the stage?
"What do you say, countess, to entering the
lists with Shakespeare and trying a drama
with a ghost in it? A true story, mind!
founded on events in this very city, in which
you and I are interested."
She caught him by the arm and drew him

away from the colonnade into the solitary
middle space of the square.' "Now tell mc,"
she said, eagerly. "Here, where nobody is
near us. How am I interested in it? Howl
bow?"

Still holding bis arm, she shook him in her
impatience to bear tho coming disclosure.
For a moment he hesitated. Thus far,
amused by her ignorant belief In herself, be
bad merely spoken in jest. Kow, for the first
time, impressed by her irresistible earnest¬
ness, he began to consider what he was about
from a more serious point of view. "With her
knowledge of all that had passed in the old
palace, before its transformation into a hotel,
it was surely possible that they might suggest
some explanation of what had happened to
his brother and sister and himself. Or, fail¬
ing to do that, she might accidentally reveal
some event in ber own* experience, which,
acting ns a hint to a competent dramatist,
might prove to be the making of a play.
The prosperity of his theatre was bis one
serious object in life. "I may be on the track
of another 'Corsican Brothers,' " he thought.
"A new piece of that sort would be £10,0U0 in
my pocket at least."
"With these motives (worthy of the single

hearted devotion to dramatic business which
made Francis a successful manager) he re¬
lated without further hesitation, what his
own experience had been, and what tho ex¬

perience of his relatives bad been, ia the
haunted hotel. He even described the out¬
break of superstitious terror which bad es¬

caped Mrs. Norbury's ignorant maid. "Sad
stuff, if you look at it reasonably," he re¬

marked., "But there is something dramatic
in the notion of the ghostly influence making
itself felt by the relations in succession, as

they one after another enter the fatal room-
until the one chosen relative comes who will
see the unearthly creature and know the ter¬
rible truth. Material for a play-, countess-
first rato material for a playf
There he paused. She neither moved nor

spoke. Ho stooped and looked closer at ber.
What impression had he produced? It was

an impression which his utmost ingenuity bad
failed to anticipate. Sho stood by his side-
just as she stood before Agues when her ques¬
tion about Ferrari was plainly answered at
last-like a woman turned to stone. Her
eyes were vacant and rigid; nil tho life in her
face had faded out of itt Francis took her
by the hand- Her hand was as cold as tho
pavement they were standing on. Ho asked
her if sho was ill.
Not a muscle in her moved. -He might as

well have spoken to tho dead.
"Surely," ho said, "you aro not foolish

enough to take what I havo been telling you
seriously?"
Her lips moved .slowly. As it seemed, sho

was making an ciTort to speak to him.
"Louder," he said, "I can't hear you."
Sho struggled to recover possession of her¬

self. A faint light began to soften tho dull,
cold stare of her c-yes. In a moment more
she spoke so that he could hear ber.

"I never thought of the other world," she
murmured, in low, dull tones liko a woman
talking in her sleep.
Her mind had gone back to the day of her

last memorable interview with Agnes; sho
was slowly recalling tho confession that had
escaped her, the warning words which she
had spoken at that past time. Necessarily
incapable of understanding this, Francis
looked nt her in perplexity. She went on in
the same, dull vacant tone, steadily following
out ber own train of thought with her heed¬
less eyes on his face, and ber wandering mind
far away from him.

"I said some trifling event would bring us

together the next time. I was wrong. No
trifling event will bring us together. I said
I might bc thc person who told her what had
become of Ferrari, if sho forced mc to it.
Shall I feel sonic other influence than hers?
Will he force mc to it! "When sho secs him,
shall I seo bim top?"
Her bead runic a little, her heavy eyelids

dropped slowly,she heaved along,low, weary
sigh. Francis put her ann in his, and made
an attempt to rouse her.
"Come, countess, you arc weary and over¬

wrought. Wo have had enough talking t0-

night. Let mc sec 3*ou ?afo back to your ho¬
tel. Is it far from berc:"
She started when he moved and obliged ber

to reovo with hi JU, ar; if ho had suddenly
awakened her out of a deep sleep.

"Not- far," sho said, faintly. "Tho old ho¬
tel on tuc quay. My minds in a strongo
state; I hr.ve forgotten the nanto."
"Banioir>?'
"Yes:"'
He lcd her on slowly. She accompanied

him in silence as far as thc end <>f tjo Piazet-
la. There when thc full view of tho moonlit
Lngoon revealed itself, sho stopped him as bc
turned toward the llivci degli Sehiavoni. "I
have something io ask you. I want lo wait
and think."
She recovered her lost idea after a long

pause.
"Atv you going to sleep in tho room to¬

night f she asked.
He told her tbnt another traveler was in

pos>csM<m of tl'.e room that night. "But tho
manager bas reserved it for me to morrow/'
he addesd, "ii I wish to have it."

..No," she said; "you must give it up."
"To wh<>m.'"
"T > nv.v"
He started. "After what I have told you,

do von really wish to sleep in that room to¬
morrow night V
"I must sleep in it."
"Are you not afraid?"
"I am horribly afraid."
'*So f sbould have thought niterwnat I

have observed in you to-night. Why should
you Uike tho room.' You aro not obliged t>>

occupy it unless you like."
"1 was n<>r, obliged to go to Venice when I

left America," sbe answered. "And yet I
caine here. I muss take the room and keep
thc- room until"- She broke oil at those
words. "Never mind the rest," she saiiL "it
doesn't interest voa."

lt was useless to dispute with ber. Fran¬
cis changed the subject. "Weean donothiug
to-nighi," he said, "t will call on you t<--
mbrrow morning and hear what you think ol

it then."
They moved cn again to tho hotel. As

they approached tho door Francis :;¿;i:ed if she
was staying in Venice under her own name.

Shu shook ber head. "As your brother?*
widow I am known hero. As Comités*
Norona, 1 um known here. I want to I«
known this time to strangers in Venice; I un*

¡¿.aveling under a common English name."
She hesitated, and stood still. "What baa
come to me.'" sho muttered to herself. "Some
things I rememberand some I forget. I for-

got líauieli's-and now j. lorget ray Jingu;
name:"
Shadrew him hurriedly into the hall of tl

hotel, on tiio wall of which hung a list of vi
itoiv names. Running her finger slowl
down tho list, she pointed to thc Engli;
name she had assumed-"Hrs» Jame?."
''Remember that ?when you cail to-mo

row," sbo said. "My bead is heavy. Goc
night.1'
Francis went back to bis own hotel, wo;

dering what tho events of* Ibo nextday wou;

bring forth. A new turn in his a flairs ba
taken place in bis absence. As he cross«
tho ball be was requested by one of tho Se¬
vants to walk into tho private ofSce. Tl
manager was waiting there with a gravel
preoccupied manner, as if bo bad somcihiii
serious to say. He regretted to bear that il
Francis Wcstwick had, like other membei
of the family, discovered mysterious soura
of discomfort in Ibo new hotel. Ho ka
been informed in strict confidence of 31
Westwick's extraordinary objection to tl
atmosphere of tho bedroom upstairs. Wit!
out presuming to discuss tho matter, he mu
beg to be excused from reserving the roo:
for Air. Westwick after what had happens
Francis answered sharply, a little ruffled I

the tone iii which ¿be manager had spoken 1
bim. "I might, very possibly, have decline
to sleep in the room if you had reserve 1 it
be said. "Do you wish me to leave thc hotel
Tho manager saw tho error that bo he

committed and hastened to repair it. "Ce
tainly not, sirl Wo will do our best to mal
you comfortable while you stay with us.

beg your pardon if I have said anything 1
oiïend you. Tho reputation of an establis!
ment like this is a matter of very serious ir
portance. May I Lope that you will do \

the great favor to say nothing about what bi
happened np stairs? The two French gentl
nic-n Lave kindly premised to keep it a secret
This apology left Francis no polite alterm

¿ive but to grant the manager's reques
"There is an end to the countess' wil
scheme," he thought to himself, as he retire
for the night. "So much the better for tl
countess!"
He rose lato the next morning. Inqttirin

for his Parisian friends, bc was informed tnt
l>otk the French gentlemen bad lift for Milai
As he crossed the hail on his way to tl
restaurant he noticed tiio head porter cbali
ing the numbers of the rooms on some artich
of luggage which were waiting to go u

stairs. One truuk attracted his attention b
the extraordinary number of old travelin
labels left on it. The porter was marking
at the-moment-and the number was "ISA-
Francis instantly looked at the card fastene
on the licL lt bore the common Englis
name, "Mrs. James!" He at once inquire
about the lady. She had arrived early tba
morning, and she was then in the readin
room. Looking into the room ho discovere
a Lady in it alone. Advancing a little neare
be found himself face to face with tb
countess.
She was seated in a dark comer with he

head down and ber arms crossed over he
bosom. "Yes," sbo said, in a tone of wear

impatience, before Francis could speak t
her, "I thought it best not to wait for you-
determined to get here before anybody els
could take the room."
"Have you taken it for long?" Franci

I asked.
"You told mo Mis3 Lockwood would b

herc in a week's time. 1 have taken it for
I week."
j "What has Miss Lockwood to do with it?"
I "She has everything to do with it-sh
j must s'eep in the room. I shall givo tb
room up to her when she comes here."

j Francis began to understand thasupersti
tious purpose that sbe bad in view. "Ar
you, an educated woman, really of tho sam

opinion as my sisters maid?" ho exclaimed
*Assuming your absurd superstition to bo i

serious thing, you aro taking the wron:

j means to prove it true. If I and my brotbe;
and sister have seen nothing, how shoul<
Agnes Lockwood discover what was not re

vealed to us? She is only distantly relate«
J to the Montbarrys-she is only our cousin."
j "She was nearer to tao heart of tho Mont
barry who is dead than any of you," th<
countess answered, sternly. "To the last da]

i of bis liff my miserable husband repented hi
I desertion of her. Sho will seo what none o

you have seen-she shall have tho room."
Francis listened, utterly at a loss to ac

count for thc motives that animated her. u.
don't see what interest you have in tryin«

j this extraordinary experiment," ho said,
j "It is my interest not to try it! It is nv
interest to fly from Venice and never set eye
on Agnes Lockwood or any of your fainih
again!"
"What prevents you from doing that?
She started to her feet and looked at bin

wildly. "1 know no moro what prevents ra<

than you do!" she burst out. '"Some will tba
is stronger than mino drives mo on to my do

! struction in spite of my own self:"' She sud
denly sat down again and waved her bane
for kim to go. "Leave me," she said. "Leav<

j mo to my thoughts."
Francis left her, firmly persuaded by tbi.<

; time that she was out of ber se nses. For tat
j rest of tho day he saw nothing of her. Thc
night, so far as ho knew, passed quietly. Th«
next morning he breakfasted early, deter-

j mined to wait in the restaurant for the ap-
pearanco of tho counties*?. She carno ia and
ordered her breakfast quietly, looking dull,
worn and self absorbed, as she had looked
when he last saw her. Ho hastened to ber
table and :;sked if anything had happened i:i
tho night.
"Nothing," she answered.

i "You have rested os well as usual?"
"Quite as well as usual. Have you had any

letters this morning? Have you heard when
she is coming:"

"I have had no letters. Are you really go¬
ing to stay here? Has your experience < í
last night not altered the opinion which you
expressed to ino yesterday?"

j "Not in the least."
The momentary gleam of animation which

bail crossed her face when she questioned
him .".bout Agnes died nut of it again when
he answered her. She looked, she spoke. >Iie
cat her breakfast with a vacant resignation,
like a woman who had done with hopes, done
with interest, done willi everything but thc

' mechanical movements and instincts <>f Ufe.
Francis went out on the customary trav-

der's pilgrimage'-io the shrines of Titian and
and T:ntoivt \ After some hours of absence
he found a letter waiting for him when he
get back to the.hotel. It was written by his
brother Henry, and it lvconrnvmled him to

return to Milan immediately. The proprio»
tor of a French theatre, recently amvod
from Venice, was trying to inanoo «he fa¬
mous dancer whom Î-rancis hail engaged to
break faith with him and accept a nicher
salary.
Having mado this startling announcement,

tumry proceeded to inform in's brother that
Lord and Lady Monibarry, with Agnes aiul
th- children, would arrive iii Venice in turee

days more, "They, know uoihingof our ad
ventures al tho ¡Miel."" Henry wrote, rand
they have Telegraphed lo the manager for lue
accommo'hilton that they vant. There
would bc i'.)iuvtUi::g absurdly sup: rsihi u:s in
ot;;- giving them a warning which would
frighten the ladies ard children oukofdio
best,Lolelm V-micê Wo shall be a str<<::g
party this ;¡::><-too strong a party f.'f
glints! 1 chalí meet the travelers on their
arrival, ».!" ccu rsc, and ny my luck again at

what you call tiio haunted hotel. Arthur
Dan ii!" anti his w ife have already got as far
cu tiie:.- way as Trent ; and two of thc lady s

relations have arranged to accompany them
on tho journey to Venice."

Naturally' indignant at the conduct of hi ;

Parisian colleague. Prnncismado his prepara-
tiour. for returning t>> Milan Ly the traut of
t L-i t day.
On his way out ho askîvi the manager if 1 H

brother's telegram bad betti rtceivct*.. Tho
telegram bail arrived. r.'. .\ t«i tho sur:rise >>i.
Francis, tho rooina were airea ly rc-ervetL
"1 thought yon wouM "....fus.- to let :u:y mona
of the family into thc house," ho said, satiri¬
cally. Th»; manager answered (with the due
da-h of respect) in th" same tone. " *No.
3*>A' i> safe, sir, in the occupation of a Siran«
ger. lam tlic servant of tho.coiupnny, ami
I dare not turn money out of the hotel."'
Hearing tins, Francis said goodby-and

said untiling moro. Ho was ashamed to ac¬

knowledge it to himself, but he feit an irre¬
sistible curiosity to know what would happen
when Agnes arri"cd at thc hotel. Resides,
"Mrs. Janies" had reposed confluence in him.
Ho got into his goudola, respecting tao corni-

aence ot ~JXR»- OU JU».-».

Toward evening, on tho third day, Lord
Montbarry and his traveling companions ar-

rived, punctual to their appointment.
"Mrs. James," sitting at thc window of lier

room, watching for them, sar/ the new lord
land from thc gondola 5r.-t. Ko handed his
wife from the steps. The three children
were next committed to his care. L,3St of ai1.,
Agnes appeared in tho little back doorway cf
tiie gondola cabin; and, taking Lord Mont-

"\ à j

Agnes appeared in the little boc': doencay j
of the gvilübla cabin.

barry's hand, passed in her turn to the steps, j
Sho wore no veil. As she ascended to the j
door of the hotel the countess Reving her
through an opera glass) noticed that she
paused to look at the outside of the building,
and that her face iras very pale.

CHAPTER XXL
Lord and Lady Mo:- tbarry wore rccc-ivc-a

by tho housekeeepor, tho manager being ab¬
seilt for n. day cr two on business connected
with thc affairs cf thc hotel.
The rooms reserved for thc travelers, on

thc first Hoor, wore threo in number, consist¬
ing of two bedrooms opening into cac': other,
and communicating on tho left with a flraw¬
ing room. Complete so far, thc arrangements
proved to be less satisfactory in reference to
the third bedroom required for Agnes and for
tho eldest daughter of Lord Montbarry, who
usually slept %vith her on their travels. Thc
bed chamber on the right of thc drawing
room was already occupied by an English
widow lady. Other bcd chambers at thc other
end of tho corridor were also let in every
case. There was, accordingly, no : Heimative
but to place at the disposal of Agues a com¬
fortable room on the second floor. Lady
Montbarry vainly complained of this separa¬
tion of one of tho members of her traveling
party from tho rest. The housekeeper politely
hinted that it was impossible for her to ask
other travelers to give up their rooms. She
could only express her regret, and assure -dis«
Lockwood that her bed chamber on the sec¬
ond floor was one of the best rooms in that
part of tho hotel.
On the retirement of the housekeeper Lady

Montbarry noticed that Agnes seated herself
apart, feeling apparently no interest in thc
question of the bedrooms. Was she ill? "*\o;
she felt a little unnerved by the railway jour¬
ney, and that was alb Hearing this, Lord
Montbarry proposed that she should go out
with him and try the experiment of half an
hour's walk in the cool air. Agnes gladly ac¬

cepted the suggestion. They directed their
steps toward tho square St. Mark, so as to en¬

joy tho breeze blowing over the lagoon. It was
tho first visit of Agnes to Venice. The fasci¬
nation of the wonderful city of the waters ex¬

erted its full influence over her sensitive na¬

ture. Tho proposed half hour of the wall: had
passed away and was fast expanding to half
an hour more before Lord Montbarry could
persuade bis companion to remember that
dinner was waiting for them. As they re¬

turned, passing under the colonnade, neither
of them noticed a lady in deep mourning
loitering in the open space of the square. She
started as she recognized Agnes walking with
thc new Lord Montbarry, hesitated for a mo¬
ment and* then followed them, at a discreet
distance, back to the hotel.
Lady Montbarry received Agnes in high

spirits with news of aa event which had hap¬
pened in her absence.
Sho had not left the hotel more than ten

minutes before a little note in pencil was

brought to Lady Montbarry by thc hou*e-1
keeper. Tho writer proved to bo no less a j
person than the widow lady who occupied the j
room on tho other side of tho drawing room
which her ladyship had vainly hoped to se-

cure for Agnes. Writing under the name of
Mi's. Jamos, tho polite widow explained that
she had heard from the housekeeper of th¿
disappointment experienced by Lady Mont-
barr}' in the matter of the rooms. "Mrs.
James was quite alone; and, as longes her
bedchamber was airy and comfortable, it !
mattered nothing to her whether she slept on
the first or the second floor of the house. Sin¬
bad accordingly much pleasure in proposing
to chango rooms with Miss Lockwood. Her
luggage had already been removed, and Miss
Lockwood haft only to take possession of the
room (Xo. ISA), which was now entirely at

her disposal. i

"I immediately proposed to see Mrs. James,*'
Lady Montbarry continued, "and to thank i
ber personally for her extreme kindness. Dut
I was informe.! that she had gone oat. with- |
out leaving word at what hour she might: bo j
experted to return. I have written a little,
note of thanks, saying that wo hope to havèf-
the pleasure of persona:5y expressing our
sense of Mrs. Janies* courtesy to-morrow. In j
tho meantime, Agnes, I have ordered your j
boxes to be removed downstairs: Go and .;
Judge for yourself, my dear, if that goo«! lady
has not given up to you the prettiest room in j
the house.**
With these words Lady Montbany left

Miss Lockwood to make a hasty toilet ice
duiner.
Tho nev room at once produced a favor* !

able impression on Ague«. The large willow,
opening into a balrony, command-?*" au

admirable- vier/ of the canal. The decora*
tiens on the walls ¿aid ceilings wore ..nrefuiiy j
copied from the exquisitely graceful designa j
of Raphael in the Vatican. The mässivs :
wardro¡>o ÎKK««e>sexl compartments -'f. ur-

usual sise, in which double thc nuiubrr <t
dresses that Agnes possessed mi;hr have cou- |
venivut'y inmg at ful! length. In the inner
corner "i" the room, near tho head ol the bed-
stead, th. re was a recesa* which bad been
lunied into a little dressing twin. mid which j
C-inmed by a second ..!o«,r on the inferior stair- ¡
case tit the hotel, commonly asw l y tho ser-
vants. IvJrjcing these .-i<-l>»-"-ts . -f the r«>c.m

at a fiance, Agnes made the necessary change |
in her dres.-: ns quickly as possible. On her j
way back to the drawing room she was ad-j
dressed by a chaud >ennaid in the corridor, ¡
who asked for the hey. "T will pat your j
room ri.ly tia- iiighr-, mi*--,** ti.-.- woman
«ai.I. "aa ¡ Í will then bring the key back to

yea ia il«- drawing r;>»>m.
*

While tile eh:inilvr;juii<l was at her work a j
sohtary lady haltering about the corridor «-»! i

tho se*-»»;»»! st->ry. w.-is watehing h'.-r cvt-r th.' j
balusters. After a while the maid appeared j
with her pail in her han»!, leaving the room i
by\vay«'f tho dressing room and tho back
stairs. A* she passed oat of «i-he. the lady on
the secoad íe>or (no other. it is needless to j
ft«ld. than the countess herself- ran swiftly
down thc stairs, entered thc bed chamber by j
tho principal d-x>r and hid hers-li in the
empty sioe cminartuven: of tee wardrobe. I

The ebamb rmaid returr.e.1, completen her
work, look» tl ! he 'I"-'1:- of the »1res- ir.g roo::; cn
the i:u*'-r si.:-. i"-io 1 the principal enir.-u.ee
d»->r oí ¡ leaving ti to r»v>m, and tvimmeu the
la v to Agnes ¡ i the drawing roo:::.

'I*!:!* : ravt 1 ,-s -.vor* jus: sitting flown to
t!i ir ¡are iiia acrwhen o7ie »;f the ckildnm
K'liiee.i that Agn« s was not woming her !
watch. Had rhodef! i: ia her bed--hmuher i» ¡
tho hurry of rhangiag her dress? She rose !
from the table at once ia search, of her watch; j
Lady Montbarry advising her as she went j
out rosee to the Rc-nirity of her bod charnier ¡
m tho event of there Iving thieves ia the j
h aise. Agn«*s found her watch, forgotten, j
on tho toilet table, as she had anticipated^
Jtoforo leaving the room again sho:acted on

Lady-Moiitbarry*« advice mid tried the key
in tue look of the^^psing room door. Sho I
left the bod eh.-Â^lookir.ç the main door
behind her.
Iiiiaie^^^- on her departure the countess,

opi-rg^ conihie-J ah* in- the ward-
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place into tue empty rocai.

Entering the dressing room on tiptoe, she-
'

lister.-.dat the door until the silence outside,
informed her iliac the corridor was empty.:
Upon this --lie unlocked tho door, and, passing-
out, closed i: againsoftly, leaving it to all ap-.-
pearnnee (when viewed on the inner side) as

carefully secured as Agnes had seen it when,
ste tried the i:ey ia tho Jock with her own
Land.
TThiîe the Mcntlaarrys were- stiil at dinner,

Henry Wost-.vick joined them, arriving from-
Mi "f*** '

TFiîcii he entered the room, and again
when he advanced to shake hands with lierai
Agues was conscious of a intens feeling whick;
secretly reciprocated Henry's unconcealed
pleasure o:» meeting her again. For a mo-;
meut only she returned his look; end in that
moment her own observation told her that,
she cad silently encouraged him to hapè.:
Si';'.- saw ii hi the sadden glow of happiness
which overspread his face; and she coil-""
fusnUv to-.'k r*: fuge In the usual conventional^
inquiries relating to the relatives whom Ira
had left at Milan;
Taking i:is place at tho table, Eenry gave

amo<tamudng account of the position cl
his brother Francis, 1erween the mercenary,
opera «tancer cn"-oise side, and the unscrupu--
lonsmanagerof the French theatre on the
other. Hatters hud proceeded to such ex-:
tremities that thedaw had been cr.'Jed cn tb-
interfere, end h-vl decided the dispute in
favor cf Francie On winning the victory,,
thc English manager had nt once left Milan, -

recalled co London by the affairs of his
theatre. Ile was accompanied on thejourney
bach, as he ha-i been accompanied on the-
journey out, by his sister. Resolved, after
passing two nights of t rror in thé Venetian
k'tel. never to cuter it again. Mrs. Norbury-
asked to be excused from appearing at the
family festival, ou the ground of iii health^
At her age traveling fatigued her, and she'
was glad to take novar.tase cf her brother's
escort to return to England.
'Vv'hiiethe talk at the dinner table flowed
easily onward, the evening time advanced,
to night, and i: became necessary to think of
ïending the children to beti. ?*

..

. As Agnes rose to leave the room, accompa¬
nied by the eldest girl, she observed with sur¬
prise that Henry's mu::::cr suddenly changed.,
He looked serious and preocenpied, and when»-
his niece wished aim good night he abruptly- '

said to her, "Mariam í want to know what,
paix of the hotel ybtï sleep" iii£v-~\îiria"2ç.-
puzzled by the question, answered that she^

was geing to sleep as u-nal with "Aunt-
Agues.*" Not satisfied with that reply, Henry-
nest iacm ired whether the bedroom was near;
therooms occupied by the other members of
the traveling party. Answering for the '

child and wondering what Henry's object
could possibly be, Agnes mentioned the po¬
lite sacrifice made to uer convenience by
Mrs. James. "Thanks to that lady's kind-.
neS3,rsbe said, ^Marian and I are onlyon
the other side of the drawing room." Henry.
made no remark ; he looked incomprehensi-
b-y "discontented as heop-ened the door for
Agnes ard her companion to pass oat. After
wishing them govi night he waited ia the.
Corridor until he saw them enter the fatal
corner room, and then he called abruptly to
bis brother: "Come out, Stephen, and let na
smoke."
As sooa cs the two brothers were at liberty-

to sp?ak together privately Henry explained ;.

the motive which had led to his staange in¬
quiries about the l»edrooms. Francis had in¬
formed him cf the meeting with the countess *

at Venice, and of ali that had followed it, and
Eenry now carefully repeated the narratif©
to his brother hi ell its details. "I am ¿cit
satisfied,'' he added, ''about 'that woman's
purpose in giving up her room. Without^
alarming the ladies by telling them whait,
have just told you, can you not warn Agnes
to be careful in securing her door?" Lord
Montbarry replied that the warning rod al¬
ready been given by his wife, and Agnes
might be trusted to take good care of herself:.
and her little bed fellow. Foi* thc rest, be
looked upon the wonderful story of the
countess and her superstitions as a piece of.
theatrical exaggeration, amusing enough in.
itself, but quite unworthy of a moment's se¬

rious attention.
Vvhile the gentlemen <?ere absent from the.

hotel, the room -which had been already asso¬

ciated with so many startling circumstances
became the scene of another strange event,", _

in which Lady Montbarry s eldest child was
concerned.

Little Marian had been got ready for bed
cs usual, and had iso far) taken hardly any
notice ot the new room. As she knelt down
t"> sav her prayers she happened to look up*
nt that part of the ceiling above her which
was just over the bead of the bed. The nest
instant she alarmed Agnes by starting to he?,
feet with a cry of terror, and pointing toa
small brown spot cn ono of the white paneled
spaces «of the carve.'! ceil'ng. "Us a sr>ot or^
blood I" the child exclaimed. -Take-nae ??

away! I won't sleep here!"* . ,

Seciugphiiuly that it would be useless to
renton willi her while she was in the room,.
Agna? hurritóly wrapped Marian in a dress¬
ing gown, ard carried her back to ber mother
in the drawing room. Hero the ladies dij
their host TO soothe sud récure the trent
bürg girl. The effort proved to be useTcs*£
the impression that had been produced on tba
young an l sensitive minti was not to be re¬

moved hy persuasion. Marian could give no

explanation of tue pat: ic and terror that had
Seised her. She was quite unable to say why
the spot on the ceiling looked like the <#lof of
a spot of bleed. She only knew that sha
should die of terror if she saw it again. Un¬
der these circumstances, but one alternative
was lett. It was arranged that thc child
should pass the might in tho room occupiedby
her two younger sisters and the nurse.

In half aa hour more Marian was peace¬
fully asleep with her ann around her sister*
neck. Lady Montbarry went back with' Ag¬
nes to her room to sec the spot on tko ceiling'
which had sc» strangely frightened the child,
Ic was so small a < :.> be only jun perceptible,
au«! had lr. all probability been caused by tho
carelessness of-a workman, or by a dripping
from war. r accidental!v.filled on the floor

r. cn
nt understand why Marian
h a terrible interpretation on_
thing," Laiiy Mor.rbarry rc-

*'I ?usppct thc nurse is insomo wr.v answer¬

able for what has happened."1 Agnes suggest¬
ed. "She may quito- pcs-ibly baye been tell-j
ing Marian>o:ne tragic nursery "story which
h:\sJef; iv mi- .wons r.v.v.ri-ss!o?i behind it.
*Vr ms ia her pos:th»n are sadly ignorant of
the danger cf exerting a child's imagination.
You had better caution the morse to-mor¬
row." ¿

Lady Mombarry looked round the room
with admiratxv.'..

"is it no* prettily deeorat; d?" she said. **I
suppo-e. Acnes, von don't mind beeping hera
byyoërsrifr

kif ft el so tired." sh? replied, "that I was
thinkinz'of bidding you go.nl night instead
of g ing back to the urnwhig room.."
Ladv Moftbarry turned toward rho door,

sec vouv j wc' case on tr.e table." *ko rc-

sume l. ""non": forget t-r-iock. the Other, door
lhere, in :hcd:v>s:og ;v.mu"

"1 S:ave already er. to it. and tried the.
key myself," sd.i A m s. "Cm I bc of any
use -, yon :.< fore lr - to l>eti:"?

my .lear, thank you; Ï foci sleepy
enough, to follow yourexample. Good night.
Agnes- pleasant dreams on yoiu* first
niri'.l ia Vcr.i e.

1

Abec-ä of Time,
Florence Timct.

The Bi>hopviI;c Erderprise of last
wee«: contained nn editorial congratula-
r î ri 2f those Daaple irving within its.
bouiidi? os i-'C formation of the county
of Vi.-ronco. We acknowledge the

compliment paid our earnest cSerts in
this jrood caase, an¿ «bile apr-rcciaring
the kindly seotimests of the Enterp>üe^
yet it was a liais ahead of thc úmesy,
for tho Senate äas nc: \et ukcu cctió'q
on the bYiV:
/Now that the Senate "has^

lion on thc bli"' cong
order.--~tr. u'tttZ


